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Lecture 6 - The presentation of facts 



Today’s lecture 

• Why are facts important? 

• Who needs to know about facts? 

• What should I do about facts? 



Importance of facts 

• Realism: law = factual patterns of behaviour 

 

• Others: law = principles/rules/imperatives 

governing societal life and relations 

 

 

 

• Facts as truism in a lawyers life 

 



Importance of facts 

• The puzzle/problem [Facts describe] 

 

 

 

 

• Answer [Law provides] 

 



Who needs to know about facts? 

• NGO 

• Government Departments 

• Lawyers 

• Courts 

• … 

• Either examiner or the student writing a 

Master’s thesis 

 



Examples 

• NGO: Transparency International 
(from the Global Corruption Report: Climate Change (2010) Introduction, p. 4) 

 

“The need for climate governance: science and the impacts of climate change 

One starting point for assessing climate governance is to review the science of 

climate change (see box 1.1).4 The summary of peer-reviewed scientific knowledge 

of climate change shows that the problem is acute and that the world has to act 

immediately. 

The scientific summary also shows that those countries least responsible for 

climate change are those most likely to suffer, and those people who subsist on the 

land are likely to be least equipped with the capacities to adapt to climate change. 

In fact, as table 1.1 illustrates, the average per capita greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions in the five countries in the world most vulnerable to climate change are 

20 times lower than in developed countries, where the average per capita 

emissions are more than 11 tonnes per annum.5” 



Example 

• Ex: Master’s thesis 

 

– «How climate change affects the Arctic» 

 

 

 

 

• “Protecting Marine Biodiversity in Polar Areas 

Beyond National Jurisdiction” [RECIEL 17 (1) 

2008, 3-13] 



Example continued  

 



Example continued 

“Polar oceans are among the most productive marine ecosystems on 

Earth, supporting high biomasses (as opposed to high rates of species 

diversity) of marine living resources. Species are found in the sea ice, 

in the water column and on the sea floor. In the Arctic, charismatic 

mega-fauna such as whales, walrus and seals are well documented. 

However, according to the Census of Arctic Marine Life, current 

knowledge of Arctic marine biodiversity, particularly in ABNJ, is still 

rudimentary compared to most other regions, due to the logistical 

challenges imposed by its multi-year ice and inhospitable climate. 

Nevertheless, current knowledge indicates that the Arctic Ocean holds 

a multitude of unique life forms highly adapted in their life history, 

ecology and physiology to the extreme and seasonal conditions of their 

environment. …” 

From the intro in RECIEL 17 (1) 2008, 3-13 



What can I do about it? –Exercise  

1. Discuss paras 1-12, 14 with regard to the 

following question:  

«Has Larmastan breached the 1905 treaty by 

constructing the Lulabeki dam?» 

–Discuss and identify the main legal problems 

–Identify the facts which pertain to these problem 

areas 

2. Write a corresponding statement of facts 

3. Presentation 


